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Chinese Exports Jump, Gap With

US Grows as Tensions Persist
| 77
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A gantry crane moves containers at a port in Qingdao in eastern China’s Shandong province

Friday, June 4, 2021.

by Elaine Kurtenbach

China’s exports and imports surged
in May and its politically sensitive sur-
plus with the U.S. grew as the pandemic
was waning in important markets in the
West.

Customs data released Monday
showed China’s exports rose 28% from
a year earlier and imports soared 51%,
but growth was leveling off after the
country’s stunning recovery from the
slump early in 2020.

Three years into a tariff war with
Washington, tensions over the trade gap
persist even with business recovering
from last year’s shocks as vaccinations
rates rise.

The trade surplus with the United
States rose 14% to $31.8 billion, while
China’s trade surplus with the European
Union was $12.7 billion.

Last week, President Joe Biden is-
sued an executive order expanding the
number of Chinese companies that will
be off-limits to U.S. investors in the latest
indication he his administration has not
softened Washington’s stance on alleged
security risks from companies U.S. offi-
cials say are linked to the Chinese “mili-
tary and industrial complex.”

Over the weekend, U.S. Trade
Representative Katherine Tai said at
a virtual meeting of the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation forum that a
“significant imbalance” remains in trade
between the two largest economies that
was “damaging in important ways to the
American economy.”

Biden has embraced a return to mul-
tilateral forums like the APEC and the
World Trade Organization, a rules-mak-
ing body that Washington says requires
significant reforms. In the meantime,
progress toward resolving the tariffs
war that began under his predecessor,
former President Donald Trump, has
been fitful.

China has led the global recovery
from the pandemic, which is still raging
in many parts of the globe but receding
in places where vaccinations have been
widely deployed. Chinese manufactur-
ers have benefited from strong demand
for protective gear and other products as
other countries battled COVID-19, gaining
market share from their competitors.

The customs data released Monday
showed exports rose 28% from a year
earlier and imports soared 51% — at
the fastest annual pace in over a decade.
Total exports climbed 40% in the first
five months of the year from a year ear-
lier. They were up 29% from the same
period in 2019.

The base level boost from last year’s
slump is fading, however, and the
$263.9 billion in Chinese exports in
May was about level with the previous
month. China’s imports of $218.4 billion
in May were 1.2% lower than in April.

China’s total trade surplus in May
was $45.53 billion, down 26.5% from a
year earlier.

While the increase in exports was
robust in May, it was slower than some
economists had forecast. Analysts said
one reason might be delays at ports in
southern China, the main shipping hub,
due to increased precautions to fight an
outbreak of coronavirus cases in that
part of the country.

Shortages of semiconductors that are
plaguing many industries have likewise
hit exports of electronics. Demand for
products that surged while people were
staying home due to the pandemic, such
as toys and furniture, also is weaken-
ing, Julian Evans-Pritchard of Capital
Economics said in a commentary.

“Headline trade growth remained
elevated last month. But trade volumes
dropped back in levels terms and, while
supply constraints are partly to blame,
there are signs that demand may be
peaking, too,” he said.

A key factor behind last month’s rapid
increase in imports was rising prices for
oil and other commodities needed to fuel
the country’s industries. But it also reflects
stronger demand for the inputs needed to
make so much of what China exports.

That is helping neighboring coun-
tries in Asia that supply many such
goods, such as electronics components.
Imports from the 10-nation Association
of Southeast Asian Nations soared near-
ly 54% from a year earlier, to $33.1 bil-
lion. Exports to the region, where many
countries are contending with their
worst coronavirus outbreaks so far, rose
40% to $39.2 billion.

Elaine Kurtenbach reports for the
Associated Press.

CITY OF DORAL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

All residents, property owners and other interested parties are hereby notified of a COUNCIL ZONING
MEETING on June 23, 2021 beginning at 6:00 PM. The City Council will consider this item for SECOND
READING. The meeting will be held at the City of Doral, Government Center, Council Chambers
located at 8401 NW 53rd Terrace, Doral, Florida, 33166.

The City of Doral proposes to adopt the following Ordinance:

ORDINANCE No. 2021-17

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
DORAL, FLORIDA, APPROVING/DENYING A TEXT AMENDMENT TO THE CITY
OF DORAL LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE, CHAPTER 53, “ADMINISTRATION,”
ARTICLE II, “PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT,” DIVISION 5, “SUMMARY OF
USES AND DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS,” MODIFYING SECTION 53-128, “USE
COMPATIBILITY TABLE,” ELIMINATING SCHOOLS AS A PERMITTED USE WITHIN
THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL DISTRICT (IC), INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT (I), AND
INDUSTRIAL RESTRICTIVE DISTRICT (I-R); AMENDING CHAPTER 68, “LAND USES
AND ZONING DISTRICTS,” ARTICLE VI, “INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT (l),” DIVISION 2,
“INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL DISTRICT (IC),” DIVISION 3, “INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT
(I, AND DIVISION 4, “INDUSTRIAL RESTRICTIVE DISTRICT (I-R)”; REMOVING
PUBLIC SCHOOLS AS A PERMITTED USE; PROVIDING FOR INCORPORATION INTO
THE CODE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS, AND
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE

HEARING NO.: 21-06-DOR-04

APPLICANT: City of Doral

REQUEST: The City of Doral Staff is requesting Mayor and City Council approval of a text amendment
to the City of Doral Land Development Code, amending Chapter 53 and Chapter 68 to remove schools
as a permitted use within the Industrial Commercial District (IC), Industrial District (I) and Industrial
Restrictive District (I-R).
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Inquiries regarding the item may be directed to the Planning and Zoning Department at 305-59-DORAL.

Pursuant to Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes If a person decides to appeal any decisions made by
the City Council with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, they will need a
record of the proceedings and, for such purpose, may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the
proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is
to be based. This notice does not constitute consent by the City for introduction or admission of
otherwise inadmissible or irrelevant evidence, nor does it authorize challenges or appeals not otherwise
allowed by law. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person who are disabled
and who need special accommodations to participate in this meeting because of that disability should
contact the Planning and Zoning Department at 305-59-DORAL no later than three (3) business days
prior to the proceeding.

Connie Diaz, MMC
City Clerk
City of Doral
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