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CITY OF DORAL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

All residents, property owners and other interested parties are hereby notified of a Council Zoning
Meeting on Wednesday, March 18, 2020, beginning at 6:00 PM, to establish a one-year moratorium
on the acceptance and approval of Planned Unit Development (PUD) and Downtown Mixed Use (DMU)
rezoning applications within the jurisdictional boundaries of the City of Doral. The City Council will
consider this item for FIRST READING. This meeting will be held at the City of Doral, Government
Center, Council Chambers located at 8401 NW 53rd Terrace, Doral, Florida, 33166.

The City of Doral proposes to adopt the following Ordinance:
ORDINANCE No. 2020-02

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
DORAL, FLORIDA, ESTABLISHING A ONE-YEAR TEMPORARY MORATORIUM
ON THE ACCEPTANCE AND APPROVAL OF PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT
(PUD) AND DOWNTOWN MIXED USE (DMU) REZONING APPLICATIONS WITHIN
THE JURISDICTIONAL BOUNDARIES OF THE CITY OF DORAL; PROVIDING FOR
EXEMPTIONS; PROVIDING FOR VESTED RIGHTS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY;
PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE

HEARING NO.: 20-03-DOR-10

APPLICANT: City of Doral

REQUEST: The City of Doral (the “Applicant”) is requesting Mayor and City Council approval to establish
aone-year temporary moratorium on the acceptance of Planned Unit Development (PUD) and Downtown
Mixed Use (DMU) rezoning applications within the jurisdictional boundaries of the City of Doral.

Location Map

Information relating the subject application is on file and may be examined in the City of Doral, Planning
and Zoning Department Located at 8401 NW 53rd Terrace, Doral, FL. 33166. All persons are invited
to appear at this meeting or be represented by an agent, or to express their views in writing addressed
to the City Clerk, 8401 NW 53rd Terrace, Doral, Fl. 33166. Maps and other data pertaining to these
applications are available for public inspection during normal business hours in City Hall. Any persons
wishing to speak at a public hearing should register with the City Clerk prior to that item being heard.
Inquiries regarding the item may be directed to the Planning and Zoning Department at 305-59-DORAL.

Pursuant to Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes If a person decides to appeal any decisions made by the
City Council with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, they will need a record of
the proceedings and, for such purpose, may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings
is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. This
notice does not constitute consent by the City for introduction or admission of otherwise inadmissible
or irrelevant evidence, nor does it authorize challenges or appeals not otherwise allowed by law. In
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, all persons who are disabled and who need special
accommodations to participate in this meeting because of that disability should contact the Planning
and Zoning Department at 305-59-DORAL no later than three (3) business days prior to the proceeding.

NOTE: If you are not able to communicate, or are not comfortable expressing yourself, in the English
language, it is your responsibility to bring with you an English-speaking interpreter when conducting
business at the City of Doral during the zoning application process up to, and including, appearance
at a hearing. This person may be a friend, relative or someone else. A minor cannot serve as a valid
interpreter. The City of Doral DOES NOT provide interpretation services during the zoning application
process or during any quasi-judicial proceeding.

NOTA: Si usted no esté en capacidad de comunicarse, o no se siente comodo al expresarse en inglés, es
de su responsabilidad traer un intérprete del idioma inglés cuando trate asuntos publicos o de negocios
con la Ciudad de Doral durante el proceso de solicitudes de zonificacion, incluyendo su comparecencia
a una audiencia. Esta persona puede ser un amigo, familiar o alguien que le haga la traduccion durante
su comparecencia a la audiencia. Un menor de edad no puede ser intérprete. La Ciudad de Doral NO
suministra servicio de traduccion durante ningin procedimiento durante el proceso de solicitudes de
zonificacion.

Connie Diaz, MMC
City Clerk
City of Doral
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FROM THE COURTS

New Bill Pitches Supreme Court
Reforms Aimed At Transparency

by Jacqueline Thomsen

A new bill aimed at reforming the
federal judiciary would add a code of
ethics for the U.S. Supreme Court, re-
quire justices to say why they recused
themselves from cases and make on-
line access to court records free for
most users.

The bill would also require the
Supreme Court to start offering live
audio of oral arguments within two
years, have judges’s financial disclo-
sures posted online within 90 days
of the judiciary receiving them, and
streamline the online case manage-
ment for courts to make it easier for
researchers and others to access and
track cases across the judiciary.

If enacted, the measures would be a
major victory for those advocating for
more transparency within the federal
judiciary, an institution that has drawn
criticism for its opaqueness.

The full text of the legislation was
not available at the time of publication,
but details of the bill were shared by
the group Fix the Court. The bill has
since been shared with The National
Law Journal.

Rep. Hank Johnson, chair of the
House Judiciary subcommittee on
courts, Rep. Mike Quigley, chair of
the House Appropriations Financial
Services subcommittee and Rep.
Jerry Nadler, chairman of the House
Judiciary Committee, are sponsoring
the legislation, and introduced it on
Friday.

Johnson said in a statement Monday
that the “Supreme Court must create
common-sense ethical standards to
ensure public trust in this institution.”

And he also called for court records
to become more accessible to more
Americans, particularly those who
can’t afford them. “These resources
cannot just be reserved for the rich—
Congress must make court proceed-
ings available and accessible to every-
one,” Johnson said.

Quigley echoed Johnson’s calls for
transparency in a statement Monday,
saying, “Faith in our democracy and in
our governmental institutions can only
be strengthened by increased trans-
parency and accountability from every
branch of government.”

“That means that our nation’s
highest court must embrace an eth-
ics code and federal courts around
the country must make their records
more accessible to the public,” Quigley
said. “Given the historic flaws of our
judicial system, we must take steps to
ensure that public trust is not eroded
any further.”

Past attempts to reform the courts
have sputtered out; a bill that also of-
fered reforms was voted out of the
House Judiciary Committee in 2018,
but didn’t make it to the floor over
concerns about some of the measures
included, like mandated doctors visits
for federal judges.

Court reform groups have spent the
past 14 months working on this leg-
islation, encouraging lawmakers to
consolidate around certain pillars of
transparency instead of specific leg-
islative fixes, according to a release
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The Democratic legislation includes a code of
ethics for the justices, free PACER access for
most users and live streaming of Supreme
Court arguments, according to Fix the Court.

from the pro-transparency group Fix
the Court.

“An independent judiciary requires
the public’s confidence in the impar-
tiality of judges and justices,” Gabe
Roth, Fix the Court’s executive direc-
tor, said in a statement. “Ensuring that
the Supreme Court abides by a code of
conduct, that every level of the judicia-
ry better accounts for conflicts of inter-
est and that all Americans have unfet-
tered access to court documents—as
this bill calls for—would go a long way
toward building that confidence.”

While some appellate courts
livestream oral arguments, most fed-
eral courts don’t offer it. Under this
bill, all circuit courts would have to
livestream audio of en banc panels
within a year, and start livestreaming
all arguments within two years.

At a hearing last week on the
federal judiciary’s 2021 budget re-
quest, Quigley pressed the wit-
nesses—Administrative  Office  of
the Courts Director James Duff and
Judge John Lungstrum, chair of the
Judicial Conference Committee on
the Budget—about making the courts
more transparent, particularly by of-
fering livestreams.

“As 1 have said before, we in
Congress, whether we like it or not, are
generally on camera in our hearings.
This keeps us accountable for what
we say and reflects a democratic pro-
cess in action for the people we serve,”
Quigley said at the start of the hearing.
“It should be no different in our courts.”

The idea of a code of ethics for the
Supreme Court has also gained sup-
port for Capitol Hill. Justice Elena
Kagan told a House panel last year
that Chief Justice John Roberts was
considering a code of ethics for the
high court, but a code has not materi-
alized in the months since.

The bill would also mandate jus-
tices to provide further details on the
reasons they have recused themselves
from a case. That requirement would
not apply for cases involving personal
privacy.

Also covered by the legislation is a
measure to make PACER free for most
users. The costs of the online system for
federal court records would be offset
by “power users,” or commercial enti-
ties that rack up more than $25,000 in
user fees annually, as well as some ad-
ditional bankruptcy fees and fees paid
by the Justice Department.

Jacqueline Thomsen, based in
Washington, is a reporter covering D.C.
courts and the legal side of politics. Contact
her at jathomsen@alm.com. On Twitter: @
jacq_thomsen



