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STATE GOVERNMENT

Florida Senate Moves Forward

on New Political Maps

ADOBE STOCK

The Florida Senate is drawing Senate maps, while the House is drawing state House maps. Both

chambers are drawing congressional maps.

by Jim Turner

Florida senators wasted little time
Monday advancing potential new dis-
trict lines for themselves and the state’s
growing congressional delegation as
part of the once-a-decade reapportion-
ment process.

Members of the Senate Select
Committee on Congressional
Reapportionment and the
Select Committee on Legislative
Reapportionment each sent two
staff-recommended maps to the full
Reapportionment Committee, which
will take up the proposals on Thursday.

While proposed changes in state
Senate lines (S 8046 and S 8050) could af-
fect several incumbents in South Florida,
particularly Sen. Ileana Garcia, R-Miami,
Sen. Jason Pizzo, D-North Miami Beach,
and Sen. Shevrin Jones, D-West Park, the
biggest concerns raised Monday were
over which Senate district would include
rural Gilchrist County in North Florida
and potential impacts to the minority-
majority District 33 in Broward County.

“There just needs to be more dis-
cussion, more analysis on these maps,”
said Sen. Randolph Bracy, an Ocoee
Democrat who serves on the legislative
reapportionment subcommittee.

Subcommittee Chairman Sen. Danny
Burgess, R-Zephyrhills, said the panel
was charged with presenting “as focused
and as narrow of an option as we could”
to the full Reapportionment Committee.

The Senate is drawing Senate maps,
while the House is drawing state House
maps. Both chambers are drawing con-
gressional maps.

Concerns continued to be raised
Monday over the state House propos-
als, which have drawn more criticism
about partisanship and are slated to be
discussed on Tuesday.

Lisa Hall, president and CEO of
the Fair Districts Coalition Executive
Committee, wrote Monday to House
Redistricting Chairman Tom Leek,
R-Ormond Beach, about the need for
“meaningful” opportunities for public
comment. Florida voters in 2010 passed
what are known as the Fair Districts
constitutional amendments, which were
designed to guide reapportionment.

Hall, who contends proposed House
maps don’t appear to comply with the
Fair Districts amendments or federal
law, questioned holding meetings about
the maps in the middle of the workday
without an ability for people to remotely
make appearances. At the same time,

she questioned House subcommittees
simultaneously holding meetings, mak-
ing “it impossible or extremely difficult
for a concerned citizen to attend both.”

“We ask that you provide opportunities
for real public comment by real people on
real maps which legislators can hear in re-
al-time,” Hall wrote. “While we appreciate
that you have created a public (online) por-
tal, we also know that members have been
discouraged from accepting comments en-
tered on the portal unless they are familiar
with the source of the comments.”

From 13 potential maps, including
one filed by Sen. Darryl Rouson, D-St.
Petersburg, the Senate congressional
reapportionment subcommittee on
Monday backed two staff proposals (C
8038 and C 8040).

The Senate would create a new con-
gressional district in Polk County that
leans Republican, with few variations in
South Florida and Central Florida. The
state is receiving an additional district
this year because of population growth
in the U.S. Census.

The calculus is that while 16 districts
went for former Republican President
Donald Trump in 2020 and 12 for
Democratic President Joe Biden, the
GOP districts would grow to 17 under
the Senate proposal.

“8038 and 8040 (the Senate’s con-
gressional proposals) are more compact
in all three mathematical measures, keep
10 additional cities whole and decrease
the average use of non-political and geo-
graphic boundaries by three percentage
points,” said Jay Ferrin, staff director of
the Senate Reapportionment Committee.

Rouson’s proposal focused mostly on
Tampa.

Rouson sought to keep Congressional
District 14, a seat held by Democratic
Congresswoman Kathy Castor, solely
within Hillsborough County and to avoid
splitting cities within Pinellas County,
which are within District 13. Democrat
Charlie Crist represents District 13 but is
running for governor this year.

However, congressional reappor-
tionment subcommittee Chairwoman
Jennifer Bradley said Rouson’s proposal
would reduce compactness for neigh-
boring District 12 and District 15.

League of Women Voters of Florida
President Cecile Scoon continued to
maintain a need to use data that increas-
es the ability of minority communities to
elect people of their choice. The league is
a member of the Fair Districts Coalition.

Jim Turner reports for the News Service of
Florida.

CITY OF DORAL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

All residents, property owners and other interested parties are hereby notified of a COUNCIL ZONING
MEETING on January 26, 2022 beginning at 6:00 PM to consider an amendment to the City’s Land
Development Code, Chapter 74, “Miscellaneous and Supplementary Regulations,” to modify home-
based business regulations. The City Council will consider this item for FIRST READING. The meeting
will be held at the City of Doral, Government Center, Council Chambers located at 8401 NW 53rd
Terrace, Doral, Florida, 33166.

The City of Doral proposes to adopt the following Ordinance:

ORDINANCE No. 2022-05

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DORAL,
FLORIDA, APPROVING/DENYING A TEXT AMENDMENT TO THE CITY OF DORAL LAND
DEVELOPMENT CODE, CHAPTER 74, “MISCELLANEOUS AND SUPPLEMENTARY
REGULATIONS,” ARTICLE VIIl, “MISCELLANEOUS SUPPLEMENTARY DISTRICT
REGULATIONS,” DIVISION 14, “HOME BASED BUSINESS OFFICE,” TO MODIFY
HOME-BASED BUSINESS REGULATIONS FOR CONSISTENCY WITH SECTION 500.80
“COTTAGE FOOD OPERATORS” AND SECTION 559.955 “HOME-BASED BUSINESSES,”
FLORIDA STATUTES; PROVIDING FOR INCORPORATION INTO THE CODE;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; AND PROVIDING FOR
AN EFFECTIVE DATE

HEARING NO.: 22-01-DOR-10

APPLICANT: City of Doral

REQUEST: The City Manager’s Office respectfully recommends that the Mayor and City Councilmembers
approve an amendment to the City’s Land Development Code, Chapter 74, “Miscellaneous and
Supplementary Regulations,” to modify home-based business regulations for consistency with
section 500.80 and section 559.555, Florida Statutes

Location Map

Inquiries regarding the item may be directed to the Planning and Zoning Department at 305-59-DORAL.

Pursuant to Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes If a person decides to appeal any decisions made by
the City Council with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, they will need a
record of the proceedings and, for such purpose, may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the
proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is
to be based. This notice does not constitute consent by the City for introduction or admission of
otherwise inadmissible or irrelevant evidence, nor does it authorize challenges or appeals not otherwise
allowed by law. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person who are disabled
and who need special accommodations to participate in this meeting because of that disability should
contact the Planning and Zoning Department at 305-59-DORAL no later than three (3) business days
prior to the proceeding.

Connie Diaz, MMC
City Clerk
City of Doral
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